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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The National Crime Research Centre (NCRC) was established in 1997 by an Act of 

Parliament (Cap 62 Laws of Kenya) to spearhead, co-ordinate and disseminate crime 

related research with the view to reduce crime.   It is guided by its vision of being a 

World Class Crime Research Institution and its mission is to provide quality and 

authentic research into causes of crime, its prevention with a view to achieving a crime 

free society 

As a core function of the Centre, crime research plays a vital role in informing policy 

decisions geared towards national development. 

The research policy will ensure the effective running of the research function of the 

Centre in fulfilling the objects as stipulated in the Act.  

 

2.0 RESEARCH MANDATE 

The mandate of NCRC as stipulated in the National Crime Research Centre Act is to 

carry out research into the causes of crime and its prevention and to disseminate 

research findings and recommendations to the Government agencies concerned with 

the administration of criminal justice with a view to assisting them become more 

efficient and effective in service delivery. 

 

3.0 POLICY OBJECTIVES 

The research policy aims to meet the following:- 

 To provide a framework for conducting quality research on crime. 

 To provide management structures that facilitates availability and efficient use of 

resources for research. 

 To facilitate the dissemination of research results and products.  
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 To protect the intellectual property rights of individuals, teams and the 

Institution. 

 To recognize contributions made by staff to the research function of the Centre. 

 To provide mechanisms for effective monitoring, evaluation and reporting of the 

implementation of the research policy. 

 To provide a framework for prioritizing coordinated research by criminal justice 

Agencies. 

 To provide a framework for legal protection for researchers and research 

subjects. 

 To provide a framework for collaboration and partnership in crime research. 

 

4.0 RATIONALE FOR RESEARCH POLICY  

Vision 2030 recognizes the need for crime prevention for enhancement of national 

development. The formulation of this research policy is timely in order to streamline 

crime prevention strategies, prioritization of research areas, research specialization of 

staff, mobilization of resources, research collaboration, documentation and database 

management and dissemination of research products.  

 

5.0 RESEARCH FRAMEWORK 

The research framework addresses a broad range of crime types and related issues 

thereto, etiology of crime, crime trends, impact and repercussions and crime prevention 

strategies. 

 

Furthermore, the framework will provide quality crime related research that is 

benchmarked against international best practices and standards which are guided by 

objectivity, professionalism, integrity and sensitivity to stakeholder’s interests. 
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6.0 RESEARCH MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE 

The Director has been working with the staff at the Centre in the management of 

research activities. There is therefore need to establish and demarcate an administrative 

structure in the Centre.  This is to ensure that the institution has adequate and 

competent personnel to undertake research activities.  Furthermore, the Centre will 

establish linkages with stakeholders and institutions sharing similar interests. 

 

7.0 RESEARCH PROCESS 

The Centre shall ensure that the research is undertaken, coordinated in a systematic and 

structured manner.  Accordingly, the Centre will develop guidelines which will provide 

the Institution with a mechanism for mapping out the research process. This will serve 

as milestone in Conceptualization of research, identification of research personnel, 

legitimating of research areas, conduct of field work and data management, preparation 

of research reports, dissemination and utilization of research products. Implementation 

of the research process will necessitate consultation with and approval by the 

Governing Council. 

 

8.0 RESEARCH DISSEMINATION 

Research outputs of the NCRC and those of the collaborating institutions shall be 

disseminated through a series of mediums. These may include: National crime reports, 

Working Papers, Discussion Papers, Occasional and Special reports, Conference Papers 

and proceedings, training manuals and modules, Crime journals, e- documents and 

Books. Some of the medium will be distributed at a cost. 
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9.0  LEGAL AND ETHICAL ISSUES 

Given that research is an interactive enterprise, the various parties involved in the 

research process need to be protected. To this end, the Council will provide legal 

stipulations with respect to responsibilities, obligations and rights of persons and 

institutions involved thereof.  These legal provisions will extend to the subjects of 

research. 

 

Furthermore, professional review will be undertaken to enhance quality and ethical 

canons of crime research. Critical among these, is the right to ownership of research 

products at individual, group and institutional level. Where a research product 

emanates from collaboration, the contributing entities will have right of access and use 

of the product through mutual consent. That notwithstanding, the NCRC has the right 

to obtain any information or document on crime from whatever source. It should be 

noted, moreover, that a research product duly authenticated by the Centre through the 

signatures of key officers and the seal of the NCRC is its property thereof and the same 

shall not be used by anybody, Institution without written consent of the Council.  

  

10.0 RESEARCH REWARDS 

 

There shall be incentive schemes to individuals, groups and institutions who in the 

view of the Centre have played an outstanding role in promoting its mandate. This 

stipulation excludes all individuals, groups or institutions that have been contracted to 

undertake specific research project for the Centre. The type of reward to be conferred 

and threshold will require the approval of the Council. 
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Works written by specific researchers will constitute part of the requirements used in 

their career progression.  Such work will however be subjected to competent peer 

review regarding their appropriateness.  

 

11.0 MONITORING AND EVALUATION 

 

Monitoring and evaluation will take place at all levels involved in the research process.  

Periodic reports on progress made in implementing this policy shall be required. The 

conduct of monitoring, evaluation and reporting will be carried out within acceptable 

national and international standards.  

 

 

 


