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Report on Violent Crime Trends in Kenya (2015–2023) 

The graph illustrates the trends in total violent crimes in Kenya over the nine-year period from 2015 to 2023. It reveals a fluctuating 

pattern of crime rates, with significant variations influenced by socioeconomic, political, and external factors. Understanding these 

fluctuations is critical to designing effective interventions to address the root causes of crime and ensuring public safety. 



Between 2015 and 2016, there was a slight increase in violent crimes from 32,851 to 33,971. This uptick could be attributed to social 

or political unrest in certain regions, alongside potential weaknesses in law enforcement efforts during this period. However, this trend 

was reversed in 2017, as the crime rate dropped to 33,494. The decline may have resulted from improved policing strategies, increased 

community policing, or a stabilization of socioeconomic conditions. 

From 2017 to 2019, violent crime rates experienced a sharp increase, peaking at 41,076 in 2019. This rise may have been driven by 

economic challenges such as rising unemployment and inflation, which likely fueled robbery and other violent crimes. Additionally, 

the aftermath of the 2017 general elections could have contributed to residual societal tensions that escalated criminal activity. The 

urbanization process, leading to increased population density in urban areas, may have further exacerbated this trend. 

A significant decline in violent crimes occurred between 2019 and 2020, with the total dropping to 33,936. This reduction coincided 

with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic's associated restrictions, such as lockdowns and curfews, likely disrupted 

organized criminal activities and reduced opportunities for violent crime due to limited movement and public gatherings. However, as 

restrictions were eased in 2021, crime rates began to rise again, reaching 36,284. This resurgence can be linked to the economic 

hardships caused by the pandemic, such as widespread job losses and income instability, which may have pushed more individuals 

toward criminal behavior. 

From 2021 to 2022, there was a marginal decrease in violent crimes, with the total dropping slightly to 35,920. This reduction may 

have been a result of targeted security measures, increased law enforcement efforts, or public awareness campaigns aimed at 

preventing crime. However, the trend reversed in 2023, with violent crimes rising significantly to 40,145. This increase could be tied 

to economic instability, including inflation and food insecurity, as well as potential political tensions related to national or regional 

events. 

The trends revealed in this data highlight the cyclical nature of violent crime in Kenya, driven by complex and interrelated factors. 

Economic difficulties, political instability, and external shocks such as the pandemic have played significant roles in shaping these 

patterns. At the same time, effective security measures and targeted interventions have shown potential in reducing crime rates. 

In light of these findings, there is a pressing need for comprehensive research to better understand the root causes of violent crime and 

assess the effectiveness of existing interventions. A data-driven approach to understanding these trends will enable the design of 

targeted and sustainable strategies to reduce violent crimes and enhance public safety in Kenya. 

 

 



 

 

 

Detailed Analysis of Trends in Different Types of Violent Crimes (2015–2023) 

The table provides data on four categories of violent crimes in Kenya from 2015 to 2023: Homicide (Murder), Offences Against 

Morality (Sexual Offences), Other Offences Against Persons (Assault), and Robbery. Each crime category exhibits unique trends 

influenced by social, economic, and security factors. 

 



1. Homicide (Murder) 

 Trend: There has been a steady increase in homicides from 2,648 in 2015 to a peak of 3,281 in 2021, followed by a slight 

decline to 3,031 in 2023. 

 Analysis: 

o 2015 to 2021: The increase may reflect rising socioeconomic pressures such as unemployment, poverty, and 

inequalities, which often exacerbate violent disputes. Additionally, escalating tensions during the 2017 election cycle 

could have contributed to more violent outcomes in that period. 

o 2022–2023: The decrease may indicate improved law enforcement, public awareness campaigns, or targeted 

interventions addressing violence. 

 

2. Offences Against Morality (Sexual Offences) 

 Trend: There is a sharp increase from 6,164 in 2015 to a peak of 9,153 in 2020, followed by fluctuations, ending at 7,655 in 

2023. 

 Analysis: 

o 2015–2020: The rise in reported sexual offences could be attributed to heightened public awareness, stronger 

enforcement of sexual offence laws, and campaigns encouraging survivors to report crimes. The peak in 2020 may also 

be linked to COVID-19 lockdowns, which led to increased cases of domestic and sexual violence due to restricted 

movement and prolonged proximity in abusive households. 

o 2021–2023: The decline might indicate the success of interventions such as stricter legal measures and improved access 

to support services for survivors. However, the persistence of high numbers underscores the need for continued focus 

on prevention and education. 

 

3. Other Offences Against Persons (Assault) 

 Trend: Assault cases rose significantly from 21,174 in 2015 to a peak of 27,196 in 2019. This was followed by a drastic dip in 

2020 to 19,288, before increasing again to 25,471 in 2023. 

 Analysis: 



o 2015–2019: The increase reflects heightened interpersonal disputes, possibly exacerbated by population growth, 

urbanization, and economic stress. Election-related violence in 2017 may have also contributed to the peak in this 

period. 

o 2020: The drop during the pandemic may have resulted from restrictions on movement and public gatherings, limiting 

opportunities for violent confrontations. 

o 2021–2023: The resurgence could reflect the lifting of restrictions, increased economic hardships, and societal tensions 

post-pandemic. 

 

4. Robbery 

 Trend: Robbery cases decreased steadily from 2,865 in 2015 to a low of 2,384 in 2020, followed by a sharp rise to 3,988 in 

2023. 

 Analysis: 

o 2015–2020: The decline may be attributed to improved security infrastructure, such as community policing, installation 

of surveillance systems, and targeted anti-robbery measures. 

o 2020: The sharp reduction during the pandemic could be linked to lockdowns, curfews, and reduced public activities, 

which limited opportunities for robbery. 

o 2021–2023: The steep increase could reflect economic hardships and rising unemployment, forcing more individuals 

into crime. Additionally, the relaxation of COVID-19 restrictions created more opportunities for such crimes to occur. 

 

General Observations and Conclusions 

1. Influence of External Factors: 

o COVID-19: Had a significant impact on crime trends, with notable declines in offences such as assault and robbery in 

2020 due to movement restrictions. However, it also exacerbated sexual offences within households. 

o Elections: Periods of political instability, such as the 2017 general elections, likely contributed to spikes in violent 

crimes like homicide and assault. 

2. Economic Challenges: 



o Rising unemployment and poverty appear to be key drivers for increases in crimes like robbery and assault. Targeted 

economic interventions may help mitigate these trends. 

3. Impact of Law Enforcement and Awareness: 

o The fluctuations in crimes such as sexual offences indicate the success of public awareness campaigns and stronger 

enforcement mechanisms. However, sustained efforts are needed to address the underlying causes of these crimes. 

4. Need for Research: 

o The trends underscore the importance of deeper research into the socioeconomic and cultural drivers of crime. 

Identifying hotspots, assessing the effectiveness of policies, and designing data-driven interventions will be critical for 

reducing crime rates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FORECAST OF VIOLENT CRIMES (2024–2026) 

 

Interpretation of the Forecast on Violent Crimes (2024–2026) 

The forecast for violent crimes from 2024 to 2026 suggests a moderate upward trend, reflecting a steady increase in the total number 

of reported incidents. In 2024, the predicted total is approximately 38,378, representing a slight decline from the actual 2023 total of 

40,145. This decrease may indicate some stabilization in crime levels. However, the forecasted range, which spans from a lower 



confidence bound of 33,454 to an upper confidence bound of 43,301, highlights the potential variability due to external factors such as 

changes in socioeconomic conditions, law enforcement efficiency, or policy interventions. 

In 2025, the total violent crimes are expected to rise marginally to 38,993, with the confidence interval ranging between 34,070 and 

43,917. This suggests a continuation of the gradual increase observed in 2024. Similarly, 2026 projections forecast further growth to 

39,609 violent crimes, with potential extremes ranging from 34,686 to 44,533 incidents. While the overall upward trend is modest, the 

widening of the confidence intervals across the forecast period underscores the uncertainty and influence of unforeseen variables, such 

as political dynamics or community-level interventions. 

When comparing these forecasts to historical data, the predicted crime levels for 2024–2026 remain below the 2019 peak of 41,076 

but exceed the significant dip recorded in 2020, which marked 33,936 incidents. This indicates a potential normalization of crime rates 

post-pandemic, though the incremental growth warrants attention. 

The insights derived from this forecast have several implications for planning and policy. A proactive approach in 2025 could stabilize 

crime rates and help maintain them closer to the lower bounds of the forecast range. By understanding the patterns and underlying 

factors driving violent crimes, stakeholders can prioritize targeted interventions to mitigate risks, strengthen law enforcement efforts, 

and enhance community resilience to minimize the potential for crime growth toward the upper bounds of the projections. 

 

 

 


